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Foreward
To God be the glory, great things He hath done
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son
Who yielded His life- an atonement for sin
And opened the life-gate that all may go in.
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son,
and give Him the glory, great things He hath done.1
When thinking back on the revival that took place in 1965, we’re thankful to have been
part of it. That song, To God Be the Glory, is exactly how we feel.
We’re constantly thankful for the things that took place. We’re concerned about the
ongoing Gospel. What good does it do to preach in a church Sunday after Sunday with nobody
carrying the message on? We need to carry on Jesus’ plan in churches: He multiplied twelve
disciples. Our churches are dependent upon pastors multiplying themselves in lay people. That’s
the ongoing church. Pastors come and go, but the people stay there. That’s what’s so important
about revival.
We think of the things people said about the Apostles: These people are turning the world
upside down. We tend to be afraid that people will say we are turning the world upside down
because we are Christians. We are so skeptical of what people are going to say. The only thing
that is important is to tell the truth. The most important thing is what God wants and thinks. Too
many times we want the crowns here, and what does that amount to? We’re going to give up
everything.
The thing that thrilled us most was the song we sang at the end of each service: I
Surrender All. It makes us examine our own lives, keeping us alert as far as our relationship with
the Lord goes. A revival just for revival’s sake isn’t good, but it’s like sanctification- a constant

3

thing. At least it had better be, until we die. We’re being changed from one degree of glory to
another.2
-Pastor Erwin and Lorraine Brandt, May 2005
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To God Be the Glory, Fanny Crosby, public domain.
Written from interview and dictation by the author, May 5, 2005.

Introduction
When I was a student at the Association Free Lutheran Theological Seminary (AFLTS)
in 2001, Pastor Bob Lee assigned the writing of a history of our home congregation. Mine was
Calvary Free Lutheran of Arlington, South Dakota. Founded in August 1987, the history
promised to be brief. However, further research revealed connections to the past, and a lesson
was learned by this student. It was not coincidence that prompted many interviewed during my
research to mention a revival in the Lake Preston, SD area in 1965.3 In large part, Calvary Free
Lutheran, and the living faith of this writer, can be traced to the spiritual life fostered in the lives
of those attending two weeks of evangelistic meetings in June 1965 in rural Lake Preston. The
original assignment was profitable, but it left me with the longing to write more.
Shortly after completing that assignment, I decided that the 1965 revival was good thesis
material, and began gathering information for future writing. I have been working on this project
little by little over my two years in congregational ministry in Sioux Falls, but have been spurred
on to complete it by the life situation of two couples: Pastor Erwin Brandt and his wife Lorraine,
and their son Pastor Michael Brandt and his wife Jeanne. The elder Pastor Brandt was the pastor
in Lake Preston when the 1965 revival occurred, and Michael was saved on the final night of the
meetings. Erwin and Lorraine are anxiously awaiting the time when they will see their blessed
Savior face to face (“God’s retirement plan is out of this world!”)4 and I have wanted them to see
this research. Further motivating this project is Jeanne Brandt’s ongoing battle with cancer.5
3
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30 miles west of Brookings, SD (or 12 miles west of Arlington) on US Highway 14.
Brandt, Erwin and Lorraine personal interview, April 2002.
Jeanne, pronounced “Jeann-ie” by most who knew her, passed away on Sunday, May 22, 2005,

surrounded by her family. A prayer and praise service was held at Abiding Savior on Tuesday, May 24, followed by
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These two couples were greatly affected by the 1965 revival, and in turn have greatly affected
my life and ministry. It is to their honor that I dedicate this project in Jesus’ name, and for His
glory. This is also the fortieth anniversary of the 1965 revival in Lake Preston.
My original research consisted of several personal interviews, most of which escaped the
scope of the congregational history I wrote in seminary. At the time I noted three sources I
wanted to investigate when writing more on the 1965 revival: Several area newspapers, extant
reel-to-reel recordings of the messages, and several personal interviews.
On the first count, I was terribly disappointed to find no mention of the revival meetings
in any local paper. The exception was congregational announcements placed in the Lake Preston
Times. When the current editor of the Times was asked about the omissions, her reply was,
“Even then items of religious interest did not receive much attention.”6
Fortunately, the vivid memories of those forever changed by the revival are not the only
resources at our disposal. Twelve of the fourteen messages preached those weeks are still with
us, having been transferred from reel-to-reel tape to MP3 and CD audio. I consider the survival
of these recordings a miracle. First, one cannot expect forty year-old tapes to hold together, but
they did, with just a little amateur splicing here and there. Secondly, the speaker at the revival
had a mechanical voice box (more to come), so the quality of the recording was in question from
the start. Despite these challenges, the existing recordings are very easy to understand.
Unfortunately, efforts to find the first message (which would set the stage for the two weeks) and

a “Celebration of Life” on Wednesday, May 25. The internment was at Split Rock Lutheran Church just north and
east of Corson, SD (south of Garretson). Split Rock was the Brandt family church prior to their leaving rural
Garretson.
6
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Slaight, Shelly. Personal interview, November 14, 2003.

the last message (during which at least one notable conversion occurred) have failed. The
existing recordings are available for the asking from the author.
A final additional resource for this study is an extended personal interview with Pastor
Erwin and Lorraine Brandt. The original interview was conducted in April, 2002, and was the
first research done for this paper. The interview has been augmented by ongoing discussion
during the past two years.
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Chapter I: Setting the Stage for Revival
The revival under consideration was not the first in Kingsbury County, South Dakota.
Settled along the railroad in the late 1870’s and early 1880’s by people of primarily
Scandinavian descent, the church history of the area mirrors that of many predominantly
Lutheran communities in the upper Midwest. The settlers frequently reflected a cross-section of
spiritual life from the old country: Some were satisfied with the religious structure of state
churches, others were devoted only to survival and pleasure, and yet others longed for a “new
springtime”7 where spiritual life would bud anew as in the “Old Country.”
Norway saw revival under the lay preaching of peasant farmer Hans Nielsen Hauge
around the turn of the 19th century, then again in the middle of the century when theological
professor Gisle Johnson urged spiritual renewal.8 About the same time as the Johnsonian revival,
lay writer Carl Olaf Rosenius’ writing and preaching in Sweden brought revival to that country.
The 1880’s and 1890’s brought such a “new springtime” to many Scandinavian communities in
the upper Midwest.
Enter Niels C. Carlsen (1852-1932), a Danish immigrant converted after homesteading in
Dakota territory. Carlsen viewed congregations and denominations in the area as lacking, and
began ministering as an independent lay evangelist. Carlsen preached frequently in tents and in
small communities. It was sometime during the 1890’s that Carlsen came to Kingsbury County,
preaching in both Arlington and Lake Preston.9 Carlsen was part of a group called (pejoratively)
the “free-free” movement. This movement believed that the believer was to be free from all sin
7
8
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See Lee, Robert L. A New Springtime.
Lee, pp. 21-22.
Lee, pp. 130-131.

by virtue of a second work of grace, then to be free from all church organization. This movement
did much harm to genuinely living congregations, and the faction’s doctrinal positions became
more extreme, eventually leading them into the cult that later became the Jehovah’s Witnesses.
While the harm done by the “free-free” movement is undeniable, so is the fruit of genuine
revival under the preaching of evangelists like Niels C. Carlsen. 10
Gustav Nelson would have been born around the time Niels Carlsen was preaching in
Kingsbury County, or at any rate, long enough ago to be praying for revival for 50 years11 before
the 1965 revival in Lake Preston. During the revival, Gustav Nelson came up to Pastor Erwin
Brandt with tears in his eyes, saying “We’ve been praying for this for 50 years.” Pastor Brandt
told him, “That’s why it’s happening.”12
We cannot talk about “setting the stage” for revival without discussing prayer. Erwin
Brandt speaks of training received during preparation for a Billy Graham Crusade, “He said if we
prayed faithfully before the Crusade, good things would happen spiritually even if we didn’t go
through with the services.” While the role of prayer in the 1965 revival cannot be
overemphasized, neither were there years of organized prayer for it. Revival, says Erwin Brandt
today, is simply “not quenching the Holy Spirit.” You can quench the Spirit by neglecting
10
11

Lee, pp. 86-87.
In an interview with Glen Nelson while in the hospital in May 2005, I found out that Gustav was his

father. Glen recalls his father speaking of two revivals before the 1965 revival, and his Gustav’s birth date makes it
more than likely that he remembered these revivals. The author is aware of a widespread revival in Kingsbury
County in March, 1908, under the preaching of Evangelist Oscar Lowery of Cedar Falls, IA and George Moody of
Chicago (see p. 71, Reaching Out- Lifting Up: The History of the Sioux Falls Union Gospel Mission, printed
privately in 1994 by Roger Quam.
12
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Brandt, Erwin & Lorraine interview.

prayer, or by losing enthusiasm for doing God’s will, namely the salvation of souls. Further, you
will never have revival without prayer.13
Gustav Nelson is representative of many individual believers who sought earnestly to
rekindle the flame that once burned so brightly, and was one of those blessed to see the answer to
their faithful prayer.
While God was preparing the hearts of people for revival in Lake Preston, He was
preparing the heart of a pastor just south of Garretson, SD in Minnehaha County. Erwin and
Lorraine Brandt were enjoying life on their family farm when God used the radio ministry of
Theodore Epp and Back to the Bible to move a future pastor to repentance and faith. Erwin
Brandt was a lifelong church member, but didn’t have any day-to-day walk with the Lord. He
would go to church on Sunday, but the rest of the week his life was like that of anyone else. One
morning, while milking and listening to Back to the Bible, God convicted Erwin of his hypocrisy.
He shut off the milking machine, went into the empty horse stall, got down on his knees “like a
good Lutheran” and asked God to forgive him of his sins, turning his life over to Christ.14
With two children and one on the way, neither Brandt was looking for a move. Lorraine
had a chalk board sketch of what the addition to their farm home would look like, and she had
every intention of staying there and seeing it built. But when the Lord called to possible full time
ministry, both were ready to obey.
Erwin and family moved to Minneapolis to begin training at Augsburg College. Due to
the great need for pastors following the Korean War, the school placed Brandt in a special
program, by which he would complete both college and seminary simultaneously. While
13
14
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Ibid.
Ibid.

financial times were tough, God provided for the young seminary family. One day the manager
of the grocery store where they shopped observed that Erwin was not buying enough groceries to
feed his family. He offered to allow the Brandt’s to charge groceries, and later offered Erwin a
job helping remodel the store to pay off some of their debt. Years later, Brandt’s saw this store
owner at a Lutheran Evangelistic Movement (LEM) camp, and he told them of his conversion,
thanking them for their testimony while shopping and working in his store.15
However, illness soon forced the family to choose between Erwin’s education and work.
Having a young family, he chose to quit Augsburg and earn a living for his family. Erwin soon
received a job offer to manage the Farmers’ Union Cooperative in Nunda, SD, where he received
a good wage. When the pastor of their local congregation became severely ill, the ELC16 district
president, L.A. Pierson17 called and said, “Ervie, I need you! If you’ll serve those churches, I’ll
get you a license.”18 By “those churches,” Pearson meant the three-point parish consisting of
Nunda, Rutland and Prairie Queen Lutheran Churches. Erwin served those churches until their
pastor’s return from ill health, all while managing the local Co-op.
Erwin’s church service didn’t stop with the return of his pastor. Word of his availability
got out, and he preached at several churches on an occasional basis, including Midway and
Colman, and Gayville, South Dakota. One of the churches Erwin served was in Hettinger, North
Dakota, and that parish called him to be their full time pastor in 1956. Erwin had received many
calls as a lay pastor, but in considering this call, Erwin visited once again with L. A. Pierson.

15
16
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Ibid.
Evangelical Lutheran Synod, large Norwegian synod headquartered in Minneapolis.
The spelling of “Pierson” is uncertain.
Brandt, Erwin and Lorraine interview.

Erwin’s main concern was lack of ordination, for without ordination there was no security for the
future of his family. Pearson responded by asking him to take the call, and he would help Erwin
finish his training. A woman from northern North Dakota had recently sent a check for $400 to
help someone do just that. What Pierson told him next sealed the deal: “If you don’t take that
call, I’ve got three more waiting for you on my desk.” Says Erwin today, “I figured that if that
was the case, God was really wanting me to get back in [to the ministry].”
Erwin finished his training at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota, traveling via train
to St. Paul on Sunday night, and back again on Friday. It was during his time at Luther that
Brandt noticed a liberal shift in teaching at the seminary. These were good men who were
teaching, but they were pulled astray.19 “Pray for our pastors. They are constantly tempted to
please man rather than God.”20
The Brandt’s first full time call was most certainly full time. The parish in Hettinger,
North Dakota was a four-point parish. Money was scarce for the young family in Hettinger, and
they incurred much debt just living. When a call came to Lake Preston, South Dakota in 1963,
the Brandt family felt that God was moving them on to a new home and ministry.
The call process itself is a story to be told. Call committee member Bud Anderson recalls
the “kinda wild”21 trip by a six-man committee. The trip began to 2:00 AM and involved severe
tardiness due to unintended detours across North Dakota prairie trails in their attempt to find
Duck Creek Lutheran Church. When the small group walked into the church, Pastor Brandt
recapped the beginning of his sermon before finishing, quite unaware of his guests’ mission.
19
20
21
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Brandt remembers a Halvorson and a Quanbeck, but no others.
Ibid.
Anderson.

Brandt himself had a heart for revival. In his daily devotions, Erwin had been reading a
series of articles on the end times by Dr. Theodore Hax from California Lutheran Bible School
(CLBS) in Evangelize, the official organ of the Lutheran Evangelistic Movement.22 Someone had
told Pastor Brandt that if he ever wanted to see revival he should host a series of evangelistic
services focusing on the rapture and the second coming of Christ. Brandt wrote to Hax in early
1965, inquiring about coming to preach in South Dakota. Surprisingly, Hax had two weeks free
before teaching at the LEM “Deeper Life” family camp on Lake Koronis Assembly Grounds,
near Paynesville, MN, and promptly agreed to spend them preaching in Lake Preston.23
Pastor Brandt urged times of prayer, praying for God to revive the hearers of the
messages scheduled for June 6-18. One of the only news items about the revival verifies this
prayer preparation. Mrs. Hartman Nelson, editor of the local column “South Preston News,” in
the June 3, 1965 issue of the Lake Preston Times, noted:
The Elizabeth Circle members of the Lake Whitewood LCW [Lutheran Church
Women] and their husbands attended a cottage meeting at the Ronald Boyd home
on Friday evening. These meetings are being held prior to a series of meetings to
be conducted by Rev. Theo Has [sic] of the L.B.I. in California, June 6-18 at the
Lake Whitewood and the North Preston churches.24

While God was preparing a pastor to lead his congregations into a time of revival, He
was also preparing those congregations. Bud Anderson recalls25 being brought to the place where
“material things don’t amount to much” by the death of his oldest son, Dennis, who was involved
in a tractor/train accident north of Lake Preston. For Anderson, life really changed at that
22
23
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25
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E. Nelson. LEM is now Lutherans for Evangelism, but is still commonly called LEM.
Brandt, Erwin and Lorraine.

Lake Preston Times, June 3, 1965.
Anderson and others recall the spiritual impact of this tragedy on the area.

moment. He was ready for revival. At the same time, many others in North Preston and Lake
Whitewood Lutheran Churches began to seek the Lord individually, asking for revival to return
to the parish.
Before moving on to the content of Theodore Hax’ fourteen messages, we must take a
moment to remember God’s faithfulness. Erwin and Lorraine Brandt rented their farmhouse
south of Garretson, but it was their home, and hard to leave, even for the Lord’s work. When
Erwin (semi) retired in 1985, they were able to purchase the home and live in it today. And that
addition on the chalk board? Erwin built it with his own hands. As Lorraine says, “How many
times do you rent a home, move away, then come back the owner? If we hadn’t have obeyed the
Lord to leave, it never would have happened.”
God is good.
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Chapter II. The Messages of Rev. Theo Hax
A lot of preparation went into the 1965 revival in and around Lake Preston. People were
preparing, but first and foremost, God was preparing. It was God Himself Who produced the
blessed fruits of revival.
But the messages of Dr. Theo Hax, listed below, were at the center of the evangelistic
services that fortnight in June. As mentioned before, the preservation of these recordings is itself
somewhat miraculous, and listening is glorious. Having driven by and been in one of these
church buildings on many occasions, I am transported back in mind, picturing pews overfilled
with people listening intently to the words of the visiting evangelist. We will examine the effects
of the revival momentarily, but first we will discuss the content of the messages themselves.
To my knowledge, the first and last (numbers 1 and 14) do not exist today. This is
unfortunate, for the first message would have helped the listener understand the scope and
sequence of the messages,26 and the last message produced at least one notable conversion. Aside
from the unifying theme of Christ’s return in Bible prophecy, there were several threads of
similarity in the messages.

26

below.

15

Erwin and Lorraine Brandt remember a lot of explanation of Hax’ health situation and his voice. See

M
sg

Date

Location

Text

Topic

1

Sunday, June 6 (AM)
Not extant

Both

2

Sunday, June 6 (PM)

Lake Whitewood

Rev 1-3

7 letters to 7 churches

3

Monday, June 7

Lake Whitewood

Rev 1:19, 4-5

Key to interpretation, “Yet Future”

4

Tuesday, June 8

Lake Whitewood

Daniel 9

70 weeks

5

Wednesday, June 9

Lake Whitewood

1 Ths 4:1617

Rapture of the church

6

Thursday, June 10

Lake Whitewood

Rev 6

4 horsemen of the apocalypse

7

Friday, June 11

Lake Whitewood

Dan 7:7-8

“Beast and the False Prophet”

8

Sunday, June 13
(AM)

Both

Topical

“9 to 1 in Your Favor” (tithing)

9

Sunday, June 13 (PM)

North Preston

Rev 20

“Great White Throne Judgment”

10

Monday, June 14

North Preston

Rev 14

“Eternal Life/Damnation in
Contrast”

11

Tuesday, June 15

North Preston

Rev 17-18

“Political and Religious Babylon”

12

Wednesday, June 16

North Preston

Rev 19-20

“Return of the King of Kings/Lord
of Lords”

13

Thursday, June 17

North Preston

Rev 21-22

“New Creation”

14

Friday, June 18
Not extant

North Preston

?

“Signs of the Times”- 7 signs
pointing to the soon return of Christ

First, each service began with congregational singing, a time of devotions and special
music, much of which is preserved on tape. The services ended with the singing of a hymn. Hax
led in “I Surrender All” the first night, and that song became the theme song for the two week
series of meetings.
Next, each service included a question and answer time, with questions taken from a box
at the back of the sanctuary. Hax sorted through these questions, addressing the ones appropriate
16

for discussion at the services. Some of these questions came out of the blue, while others were
follow up questions from the various messages.
Hax was on sabbatical from California Lutheran Bible School in the summer of 1965, so
he was on his own financially that summer. Hax explained this several times, saying that he
normally would not take payment for such services, but he and his wife were working their way
to New York, where they would board a plane for the Holy Land at the end of the summer. At
the same time, Hax promoted CLBS rather well. He made several pitches for the purchase of
annuities, actively recruited students and gave updates on the development of their 10 acres in
Orange County, CA. He even quoted a conversation with Samuel Miller, the retired founder of
the LBI movement, in which Hax thanked Miller for his work in starting the movement, and
Miller encouraged Hax that the vision for a Lutheran Bible School in Southern California was
alive and well. Unfortunately, this land was never developed, as CLBS fell on hard times during
the subsequent administration. CLBS exists today as a tiny ministry of Concordia-Irvine, a
school of higher education administered by the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.
Hax spent significant time working in the Lake Preston community, speaking at least
three (and as many as six) times in the local nursing home.27 He stayed in the Nelson Motel in
Lake Preston (room #6) and constantly offered counsel in his room during the day time hours.
The messages taught a pre-tribulation, pre-millennial view of the end times.28 Here are
some brief glimpses into the teaching of each message, using the numbering from the chart
above:

27
28

A man almost 100 years old, says Brandt, was leading Bible Study for years, but then asked Erwin to lead.
Hax’ theological training would be an interesting study. The source of his exposure to pre/pre eschatology

remains unresearched by this author.
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Message two examined Revelation 1-3. Revelation 1:19, which was used throughout the
series as a key to interpretation, commands John: Write therefore the things that you have seen,
those that are and those that are to take place after this. Hax saw everything in Revelation 1 as
being “the things that you have seen,” everything in Revelation 2-3 as “those that are,” and
everything thereafter as “those that are to take place after this.” The second message was the
only message to address anything not said to be future. Hax presented the seven letters as written
to seven literal churches, but holding primary application as figurative representations of seven
specific ages in church history.
Message three, entitled “Yet Future,” studied the Greek words for “after this,” meta.
tau/ta.29 Revelation 4:1-2 speaks symbolically of the rapture, which is yet to come. The 24
thrones are from 1 Chronicles, where 24 priests are equal to the “number of priesthood.” Even
the martyr’s crown is good only for casting at the feet of Jesus.
The 70 weeks of Daniel 9 have been fulfilled, save for the final week, says message four,
which was a studious walk through dates and events. A coming Israeli/Arab war will bring a
need for protection, perhaps from a Roman Antichrist.
Message five lifted the eyes of the congregation in anticipation of that glorious day when
Christ will come to take believers up in the rapture. This message contained very clear teaching
on multiple phases of the rapture, and an appeal to be ready for the time when Christ may come
for believers individually, even before the rapture.
The four horsemen of the apocalypse are religious deception (white), war (red), famine
(black), and all kinds of trouble (death). The sixth message answered a lot of questions about
compromise, neo-orthodoxy and the future of the American Lutheran Church, then turned to the
29
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If these words do not appear in electronic versions of this paper, they are transliterated meta tauta.

horsemen.
Message seven, the final evening meeting at Lake Whitewood, studied Daniel 7:7-8 and
the identity of the beast and false prophet. Hax saw the beast as a necessary reemergence of the
Roman Empire, which he saw as the six nations of the “common market.” Great Britain was
trying to join this “common market,” which appears to have been a failed attempt at European
union.30
Message nine examined the three judgments in Scripture: Judgment of Christians, the
judgment of the living dead, and the judgment of the wicked dead. This final judgment is the
Great White Throne judgment, as in Revelation 20.
Message ten was a beautiful contrast of eternal life and eternal damnation. Notable
quotation: “The only way to die in the Lord is to be in the Lord before you die.”
The two Babylons, religious and political, are the Roman Catholic Church and the one
world government (United Nations?), respectively. That is the emphasis of message eleven.
Message twelve victoriously taught the soon coming again of Jesus Christ, as in
Revelation 19-20.
The new creation, that is, New Jerusalem and the new heavens and earth, are discussed in
Revelation 21-22 and were the subject of message thirteen.
Hax’ view of the end times is alive and well today, being propagated most widely by the
Left Behind series during this past decade. However, Hax also included some overtones of the
times. If messages are not preached in a vacuum, neither are they prepared in one. We cannot be
too critical of someone during the Cold War attributing evil to the Soviet Union any more than
we can blame Luther for stating (dogmatically) that the Pope was the Antichrist. Time and
30
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Message eight skipped by intent, see below.

reflection, neither of which was at the preacher’s disposal in 1965, allow a more balanced view.
It seems Hax frequently crossed the line between “could be” and “clearly is,” yet did not
resort to allegory and could be accused of “begging the question” only infrequently. To Hax’
credit, the main emphases of the messages are preserved in the mind of the listener today, nearly
40 years after his preaching: Jesus is coming back soon, and you’d better be ready. This is the
essential understanding that every Christian must possess, even if he doesn’t understand all the
details.
When you talk to observers about the content of these evangelistic messages, people
remember two topics: Hax spoke about the end times, and he preached a great sermon one
Sunday morning that taught about tithing.31 That message was called “Nine to One in Your
Favor.” What’s amazing about that message is that every person interviewed- without exceptionremembers this message, and remembers it vividly. Hax built up to this message, which was
preached in both congregations on the Sunday in the middle of the services, but it was the visual
demonstration that caused the message to stick in the minds of the listener.
Hax began with two tables loaded with boxes of fruit, vegetables and every kind of edible
produce. As the sermon progressed, Hax examined the intricate construction of the apple, the
orange, the banana and so on, attributing their existence to God, Who so carefully and skillfully
crafted them according to His purpose and will. Next, Hax taught about how Israel “robbed
God,” as in Malachi 3:8. He counted out “1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8-9” on one table, then placed the
remaining piece of fruit on the other table. The full table represented that which is ours; the less
populated table that which is given to God.
The visual representation of what God gives, what He asks for, and how He wants us to
31
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Message 8 in the chart above.

use what He allows us to keep taught a valuable lesson to the listeners. The impact of the
message could be heard in questions and answers the following nights, as farmers asked about
what it means to tithe on net or gross when their income comes straight out of their fields. In the
fall of 2004, both AFLC churches in Sioux Falls used similar illustrations.32 Both of these
messages were memorable and useful in our congregations’ lives. However, listening to all three
messages side by side reveals that the original is still the best.
Speaking from human perspective, the evangelistic services were sure to fail.33 Hax was
recovering from throat cancer, which made it impossible for him to speak except through a small
box that amplified his voice when he held his hand to his throat. He was not a particularly
entertaining gentleman, (“not fire and brimstone”)34 but He spoke God’s Word with authority.
He was “a humble man, full of humility.”35 Such characteristics serve only to emphasize the role
of the Holy Spirit in this revival.

32

Abiding Savior (Pastor Mike Brandt), Living Word (the author).
33
34
35
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Note the definition of revival in Lee, pp. 5ff.
Danielson

Ibid.

Chapter III: Fanned into Flame
God’s work in the 1965 revival was immediately evident. Crowds came to the churches,
some out of spiritual interest, some just to “see the show.”36 The burgeoning attendance is made
all the more amazing by the timing of the meetings in the midst of haying.37 Erwin Brandt
remembers one farmer seeing another at the meetings and asking, “What are you doing here?
You’ve got alfalfa up to your knees!” The other farmer answered, “I just can’t stay away.”38
People came forward, even though there were not formal altar calls. They came forward
crying, confessing their sins and calling out to the Lord. Dr. Hax had experience doing phone
counseling for Billy Graham, but he didn’t know what to do with the response, so he asked
Pastor Brandt to come up and help. The response remained consistent during the two weeks.
Further, Pastor Erwin does not recall a single person who fell away after the revival.39
Pastor Erwin Brandt remembers about 100 people from the churches being saved. Elden
Nelson estimates that 75-80 people were saved during that time, including himself, Paul
Danielson, Mark Nielson, and the town barber Chuck Warren, now of Sioux Center, Iowa. One
night Warren stood up at the services, looked at his wife and kids, and they all went forward. The
barbershop, formerly a place of ill repute, changed overnight. Vulgarities were replaced with
“We don’t use that language here” and testimonies of faith in Christ.40 Warren was part of a

36

Brandt, Erwin and Lorraine.

37

Paul Danielson.

38

Brandt, Erwin and Lorraine.

39

Ibid.
40
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E. Nelson

nondenominational Christian fellowship group until his departure from Lake Preston in 1966.41
Today, Warren says, “I was a deacon of the church in Lake Preston42 and didn’t know the Lord. I
knew Him in my head, as I was baptized and confirmed, but I didn’t know Him in my heart.”43
Norman Tenneboe was part of the church, but drank, gambled, and lived an immoral
lifestyle. God changed Norman’s life through the meetings, and Norman went into full time
ministry. Norman left to be with the Lord far too soon, leaving behind his wife Mavis, who is a
member of Calvary Free Lutheran Church in Arlington, and a loving supporter of AFLTS.
Pastor Erwin and Lorraine had one son, and he was a prodigal. Michael Brandt was the
ornery sort, known for imitating his father’s preaching at the elevator while standing in the back
of the truck he drove for Elden Nelson. Mike stayed away all week, but his father asked him to
drive Hax to the church on the final night. At the end of the last message, Mike came forward
and gave his life to the Lord. Pastor Erwin inquired about the reason for his coming forward, and
Michael’s tears told his father that he was sincere. Pastor Erwin sees God’s hand in letting
Michael stay away all week: “Maybe he would have been hardened if he sat there all week.”44
Midweek Bible studies started at both churches. Erwin Brandt met upstairs with the
adults, while Lorraine met in the basement with children and youth. Until that time, neither
congregation had midweek studies.45
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Many of those saved attended LEM Deeper Life Family Camp at the Lake Koronis
Assembly Grounds in Paynesville, MN, and were accompanied by Hax himself as part of a
planned journey. Brandt remembers around 80 people making the trip. Ralph Anderson, the local
TV salesman and repairman, provided two-way radios for the trip, in order to keep all the cars
traveling together.46 From Koronis, Hax went to the Holy Land. When fall 1965 came, many
young people from the Lake Preston revival traveled to CLBS to study under Hax.47 The rather
illustrious list of attendees never got to learn from Hax that year, for the man of God passed on
unexpectedly, stating that he had “experienced two requests he’d asked of the Lord for years,” to
experience revival and see the Holy Land.48

46
47

Ibid.
The list of attendees that year includes Elden Nelson, Mike Brandt, Paul Danielson, and Norman

Tenneboe, all from the Lake Preston area, along with Dan Jore, Al Monson, and many others from elsewhere. Many
of these are (or were) in full time ministry.
48

24

Quote came from September, Hax died in October, according to Elden Nelson.

Chapter IV: Fruit that Remains
At least three men reached in the 1965 revival began serving the Lord in full time
ministry: Norman Tenneboe, Elden Nelson, and Mike Brandt. In turn, God has used these men
and their congregations to bear spiritual fruit that remains today.
Abiding Savior Free Lutheran in Sioux Falls, the congregation now served by Pastor
Mike Brandt, has a tradition that has continued at Living Word Free Lutheran, too. There is a
box at the front of the church every Sunday designed to give continual “gifts” to Jesus for the use
of missions. The suggested donation is $1 for every year of age on a birthday, or for every year
of marriage on an anniversary. Others choose to recognize the birth of grandchildren or the
anniversary of when they came to faith in Christ. The “birthday box,” as it has become known,
was originally started by a woman named Lois Larson, out of great concern for the lack of giving
to missionaries through Abiding Savior. Lois Larson, who has since passed on, was a product of
the 1965 Lake Preston revival.
One significant remaining fruit of the 1965 Lake Preston revival is the start of a new
church. By 1986, the fire that once burned so brightly had grown dim. Attendance at evangelistic
services decreased and people debated the need for such events.49 People began to talk of
regaining the vibrant spiritual life of the past. Such talk increased as the 1987 merger of the
ALC, LCA, and AELC into the ELCA became a more unavoidable reality. Many people were
not satisfied with mere shadows of spiritual life, but longed for the genuine article. Many of
those growing more concerned with the lack of spiritual life at North Preston Lutheran church
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attended a Bible study often held at Bud Anderson’s home.50
One of the native sons of the 1965 Lake Preston revival came to the center of what was to
become Calvary Free Lutheran Church. Elden Nelson, by 1986 an AFLC pastor and Home
Missions director, had been praying for an AFLC work in his home area for years.51 Because it
was his home area, Nelson had to be careful about any involvement, but it was clear to him that
the fire of previous years had dimmed under the increasingly liberal teachings of pastors from
liberal-leaning seminaries. Nelson recollects expressing concern to his father that spiritual life
was cooling off. Earl Nelson responded by asking if his son was questioning his faith. Elden’s
response was “No, but look around you.” By looking at his spiritually unconcerned social
influences, the elder Nelson knew that his son was right.52
The first official worship service for Calvary Free Lutheran Church was held in the
grocery store basement in Arlington, SD on August 23, 1987.53 Pastor Eldon Nelson was on
vacation in Canada, and Pastor Donald Greven, then the Dean of the Association Free Lutheran
Bible School, presided. Seventy people attended.54
Over the course of the last 18 years, Calvary has moved into its own building, added on,
paid everything off, survived the “home missions ten-year plateau”55 and, as of 2004, started a
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new work in Madison, SD. This fruit remains today.
Finally, as though to one untimely born, I am fruit of the 1965 Lake Preston revival.
Reached through the faithful ministry of Calvary Free Lutheran and by the preaching of a young
pastor heavily influenced by Pastor Elden Nelsen, I was saved under the preaching of Pastor
Mike Brandt in 1991. My life and ministry have been profoundly affected by Godly men whose
lives were changed in June 1965.
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Conclusion
Finally, lest anyone misunderstand the purpose of examining this revival, we must define
what it is. Revival is not some mystical event for which we must wait in helplessness. Rather,
revival is an ongoing personal experience that God desires for each of His children and for every
congregation. It comes from God’s people being convicted of their sin and turning in repentance
to the foot of the cross. It is something to be prayed for, longed for and expected as we preach
and teach the Word of God to those in our lives.
This “springtime” of revival is now forty years past. Springtimes have come and gone
since, but it is God’s desire that each one of us be revived anew each day as we come before Him
in helplessness and faith. When will new springtimes come from the presence of the Lord? How
will they come about? I pray that this paper has helped us understand.
First, it takes the power and will of God, who desires all men to be saved and come to the
knowledge of the truth.56 It takes Gustav Nelsons praying in secret, pouring out their hearts for
the spiritual well-being of their friends and neighbors. It takes pastors like Pastor Erwin, and
wives like Lorraine, who avail themselves to the Lord’s service, sometimes at great personal
cost. It takes willing servants to speak God’s Word with boldness: Servants like the late Dr.
Theodore Hax. A new springtime will come to our congregation, and yours, when God’s people
turn to God’s Word and humbly submit to God’s Will, obeying God’s Spirit as He leads us for
God’s glory.
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1 Timothy 2:4.

Postscript by Pastor Michael Brandt

-Pastor Michael Brandt, yet to be written
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Erwin Brandt – Garretson Aug. 10, 1919 – Aug. 15, 2010
Posted: Tuesday, Aug 17th, 2010
The Rev. Erwin W. Brandt, 91, died Sunday, Aug. 15, 2010, with his family at his side.
Funeral services are at 1 p.m. Thursday at Abiding Savior Free Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls.
Burial is at Split Rock Lutheran Cemetery in rural Brandon. Visitation begins at 5 p.m.
Wednesday at the church, where the family will greet friends from 5:30 to 8 p.m. and a time of
prayer and testimony begins at 6:30 p.m. George Boom Funeral Home in Sioux Falls is assisting
the family with arrangements.
Erwin Wesley Brandt was born Aug. 10, 1919, to William and Christine (Thoreson) Brandt. He
attended schools in Corson and Garretson, Augsburg College in Minneapolis, Minn., and Luther
Seminary in St. Paul, Minn.
He was rostered as an ordained Lutheran pastor of the American Lutheran Church and the
Association of Free Lutheran Congregations.
Erwin met the love of his life, Lorraine Mae Larson, to whom he was affectionately known as
her “Clark Gable.”
They were married Aug. 17, 1941, and had four children. Due to schooling, farming, business
and pastoring, Erwin and Lorraine have lived in several different communities. Before retiring to
their farm near Garretson, they had lived in Corson, Minneapolis, Nunda, Hettinger, N.D., Lake
Preston, Bloomington, Minn., and Sinai.
Erwin loved Jesus Christ, his Savior and Lord. Next to Jesus, he loved his wife and family. He
and Lorraine harmoniously served in music and ministry for 68 years. She lovingly satisfied his
finicky eating habits, and he lovingly carried her larger-than-life purses. As a farmer, carpenter,
businessman and pastor, Erwin loved “tending to business.”
From tilling the soil, to trimming a board, to caring for souls, he faithfully and skillfully
embraced each calling with passion and precision. Though his eyesight had failed, Erwin’s
vision for Christ and the scriptures was 20/20.
He is survived by four children, Pamela Howe of Reeder, N.D., the Rev. Michael (Colleen)
Brandt of Sioux Falls, Gracia (Keith) Goodhope of Winner and Priscilla (Derk) Stevenson of
Anacortes, Wash.; 14 grandchildren; 26 great-grandchildren; and a brother-in-law, David Larson
of Nunda.
Erwin was preceded in death by his wife, Lorraine, on Nov. 22, 2009; a sister, Virginia Minick; a
daughter-in-law, Jeanne Brandt; and a granddaughter, Stevenson.
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